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KBIC Holds 12th Annual Winter Traditional Powwow 

Continues on page eight. 

     The Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 
held its 12th Annual Winter Powwow on 
Saturday, January 30, 2016, at the Niiwin 
Akeaa Community Center in Baraga, 
Michigan.   
     The Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 
(KBIC) Cultural Committee hosted the 
event and honored the KBIC Law Enforce-
ment at a ceremony beginning at 11:00 
a.m.  H. James St. Arnold, guest speaker, 
said, ñBoozhoo Nigaanigiizhig indizhni-

Front row:  Dispatcher Nancy Voakes, Officer Miranda Forcia, Captain William Seppanen, Sergeant Jen-
ni fer  St .  George,  Of f icer  Anthony Loonsfoot ,  Of f icer  Marsha l l  Thomas. 
Back row:  Transporter Steven Denomie, Chief Duane Misegan, Commissioner Dale Dakota, Sergeant 
Dale Goodreau, Officer Timothy Tilson.  Missing from photo:  Officer Jacob Misegan (at training), Officer 
Shawn Seppanen (at training), SORNA Coordinator Charles Miller, Officer Anthony Carrick, Officer 
Mathew Shalifoe, Jr. (at training), Officer Stephen Mills, Corporal Everett Ekdahl, Jr. (at training).  Photo 
compliments of Jennifer Misegan.   

Front (l to r)  Junior Head Boy Dancer - Kydan Dean, Junior Head Girl Dancer - Charlotte Jondreau, Back 
(l to r) Head Veteran Dancer  - Wes Martin, Youth Head Lady Dancer - Dana Thierry, Youth Head Man 
Dancer - Raistlin Awonohopay, Head Lady Dancer - Karlene Chosa, and Head Man Dancer - Donald 
Chosa, Jr. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Miss Keweenaw Bay ð Kayla Dakota 

kaaz, maôingan nidodem, Gakiiweôonaan-
ing indoonzhibaa. Niwizhaaganashimowin. 
I want to thank the culture committee for 
asking me to speak at this occasion.  I 
want to apologize if I seem to ramble 
sometimes.  I am not a speech writer or 
speech giver.  I was taught a long time ago 
that whenever I am asked to speak, I open 
my heart to the spirits and let them put 
those words in me that need to be said 
and heard.  

     Today we are here to honor our 
Tribal enforcement officers, but I 
would like to begin my talk with a 
short lesson about tribal rights and 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 
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February 6, 2016 TRIBAL COUNCIL MEETING 

     The Regular Saturday Tribal Council Meeting was held on 
February 6, 2016, at the Ojibwa Casino Resort Conference 
Room in Baraga, Michigan.  President Warren ñChrisò Swartz, 
Jr., presided over the meeting with Jennifer Misegan, Susan J. 
LaFernier, Toni Minton, Doreen Blaker, Robert R.D. Curtis, Jr., 
Fred Dakota, Eddy Edwards, Randall Haataja, Michael F. 
LaFernier, Sr., Gary F. Loonsfoot, Sr. and Donald Shalifoe, Sr. 
    President Warren ñChrisò Swartz, Jr. shared numerous 
Thank You and For Your Information items addressed to Coun-
cil.   
     Susan J. LaFernier gave the Secretaryôs Report (page 
three).  Susan reminded everyone of meetings occurring this 
month regarding the Secretarial Election that will be scheduled 
for amending the Constitution.  The first is from KB-002-2015, 
Article VI, Section 1A, Appropriation of Funds to $500,000.00 
from $10,000.00.  The first meeting for information regarding 
this Secretarial Election will be on February 10, 2016, at the 
Ojibwa Senior Center at 12:15 p.m., and another meeting will 
be held on February 25, 2016, at the Ojibwa Casino Resort 
Conference Room, at 6:00 p.m.  The Election date has not 
been set but will be in the very near future.  Council passed 
Department Head Reports for December 2015.   
     Under New Business:  Treasurer Doreen Blaker presented 
the February 2016 donations requests.  1) The Baraga Senior 
Class of 2016 is requesting a donation for their BASH LOCK-IN 
(non-alcohol event for Baraga Graduation).  Council agreed to 
donate $500.00.  2) A donation request to support Lon John-
sonôs campaign for U.S. Congress.  Consensus of Council was 
to table his request and invite Mr. Johnson to attend a Ke-
weenaw Bay Indian Community Council Meeting.  3) Baraga 
Area Schoolôs PINK OUT BASKETBALL GAME for Breast 
Cancer and Marilyn Ross.  Council agreed to donate $250.00.  
4) Lakeshore Museum Center/Michigan Heritage Park re-
quested a donation for their Muskegon County Powwow in July 
of 2016.  There was no action taken by Council on this request.  
Motion by Gary F. Loonsfoot, Sr. to approve donations to 
the Baraga Senior Class BASH in the amount of $500.00 
and to the Baraga Area Schoolôs PINK OUT BASKETBALL 
GAME in the amount of $250.00 for a total of $750.00, sup-
ported by Jennifer Misegan.  Eleven supported (Misegan, 
S. LaFernier, Minton, Blaker, Curtis, Dakota, Edwards, 
Haataja, M. LaFernier, Loonsfoot, Shalifoe), 0 opposed, 0 
abstained, 0 absent, motion carried. 
     Council held the 3

rd
 Reading of Proposed Ordinance 2015-

03, an Amendment to Title Three to provide an exception to 
§3.1707, Controlled Substances Medical Marijuana Exception.  
Any person who is a qualifying patient or a primary caregiver 
under the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act and possesses on 
his or her person a valid registry identification shall not be sub-
ject to arrest, prosecution, or penalty for possession of mari-
juana if that possession is in compliance with the Michigan 
Medical Marihuana Act.  Motion by Doreen Blaker to ap-
prove Proposed Ordinance 2015-03 Title Three, supported 
by Eddy Edwards. Discussion added an introduction by 
Susan J. LaFernier to amend §3.1708 Unauthorized Sale of 
Medical Marijuana to read as: No registered qualifying patient 
or registered primary caregiver may sell, (add ï deliver, or 
transfer) marijuana to someone who is not (add ï unless the 
person who is receiving marijuana is) a registered qualifying 
patient with a valid registry identification card.  A conviction 
upon a violation of the provisions of this section shall constitute 
a conviction of a Class D (change to ï Class C) misdemeanor 
and along with any other penalties for the sale, (add- deliver, or 
transfer) of marijuana.  In addition, the Tribal Police and the 
Tribal Prosecutor may work with state law enforcement officials 
to revoke the personôs registry identification card.  Motion by 
Susan J. LaFernier to introduce amendment to Tribal Code 
related to §3.1708 Unauthorized Sale, Deliver, or Transfer 
of Medical Marijuana, supported by Jennifer Misegan.  
Eight supported (Misegan, S. LaFernier, Minton, Blaker, 
Curtis, Dakota, Haataja, M. LaFernier), three opposed 
(Edwards, Loonsfoot, Shalifoe), 0 abstained, 0 absent, mo-
tion carried.  Since the amendment is approved for §3.1708, 
President Swartz called for the question on the original motion 
-  Motion by Doreen Blaker to approve Proposed Ordi-
nance 2015-03 Title Three and supported by Eddy Ed-
wards.  Ten supported (Misegan, S. LaFernier, Minton, 
Blaker, Curtis, Dakota, Edwards, Haataja, M. LaFernier, 
Loonsfoot), one opposed (Shalifoe), 0 abstained, 0 absent, 
motion carried. 
     Council held the 2

nd
 Reading of Proposed Ordinance 2016-

LAKE SUPERIOR BAND OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS 

ñHome of the Midnight Two-Step Championshipò 

     On February 9, 2016, the Michigan State Police seized 184 
cases of cigarettes destined for retail sale by the Keweenaw 
Bay Indian Community (KBIC).  The seized shipments were 
headed to KBIC businesses which are located on Indian 
lands.  The cigarettes were transported in interstate com-
merce, manufactured in Indian Country and intended to be 
sold in Indian Country. 
     This wrongful seizure of tobacco products is a clear in-
fringement of Tribal sovereignty, Nation-to-Nation trade, the 
Interstate Commerce Clause, other federal law, and Michi-
gan's own statute.  The State's lack of respect for KBlC's sov-
ereignty and its violation of the Tribe's right to engage in inter-
state commerce is offensive and will not be tolerated by KBIC. 
     KBIC cannot be forced by the State of Michigan to enter 
into a tax agreement that would subject KBIC to one-sided, 
burdensome state processes, and KBIC will not be bullied by 
these illegal seizures.  The State continually attempts to hold 
KBIC leadership, as well as KBIC members, captive by forcing 
State taxes and egregious mechanisms to collect those taxes 
upon us, ignoring the guarantees of the U.S. Constitution and 
federal law. 
     KBIC has a duty to provide for the welfare and economic 
needs of its membership.  This duty is of the utmost impor-
tance to KBIC.  The State's seizure hinders KBlCs ability to 
provide much needed services to its members and the local 
community. 
     KBIC values its customers in addition to its members.  The 
State of Michigan has no problem granting big box stores, 
from out of the area, a competitive advantage but is unwilling 
to work with and has been persistently antagonistic to KBIC. 

Giipongishinowaad (They passed away)  
KBIC Funeral Task Force Update 

Task Force Members:  Larry Denomie III, Susan J. LaFernier, Gary Loonsfoot, Jr., 
Rodney Loonsfoot, Jennifer Misegan, and Debbie Williamson. 

     The newly formed funeral task force has been meeting 
since November, and we are researching options regarding 
funerals and burials.  Usually a funeral refers to the casketed, 
below ground burial of the deceased in a cemetery preceded 
by a wake/visitation and a funeral ceremony.  It also usually 
includes the temporary preservation of the deceased-
particularly if an open casket visitation is desired by the fam-
ily.  We have learned that every year more than 90,000 tons 
of steel is used to make caskets in America.  All metals are 
mined from the earth and are non-renewable resources.  For 
many years, cremation has been the most common alterna-
tive.  It is important to remember that funeral and burial tradi-
tions vary widely, depending upon numerous factors, such as 
personal and family preferences, religious and spiritual be-
liefs, customs, and financial concerns. 
     We hope to help everyone learn of choices they do not 
know they have and to provide teachings to help with those 
choices.   Most recently, the concept of natural, back to earth 
ñgreen burialsò has become of interest because our natural 
world is truly sacred and we have great respect for Mother 
Earth.  Green burial is a ñnewò practice that is really very old 
because it has been used for thousands of years.  For people 
who want to continue to preserve and protect the environ-
ment in life can now consider green funerals and green buri-
als to provide a way to make the end of life and death more 
meaningful. 

~ Susan J. LaFernier 

KBIC ELDERS IS YOUR WILL IN PLACE? 

Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 

will be holding 30-minute intakes on 

March 30, 2016, for Tribal Elders to 

get a Will, Financial Power of Attor-

ney, and Healthcare Power of Attorney.  Please contact the 

Tribal Attorneyôs Office at (906) 353-4107 to get details and 

schedule an appointment. 

Continues on page three. 



 

 

For current job listings, complete job an-
nouncements, applications, and closing dates 
contact:  KBIC Personnel Department, 16429 
Bear Town Road, Baraga, MI 49908-9210 or 
906-353-6623, ext 4176 or visit: 
www.ojibwa.com. 

Keweenaw Bay Indian Community  
Employment Opportunities    

 
 

 

¶ Lake Superior Program Coordinator, Natural Resources, (full-time), 3/8/2016 

¶ Sales Associate/Project Estimator, Ojibwa Building Supply  (part-time up to 37 hours),  3/4/2016                                                                                               

¶ Unit Manager at Office of Violence Against Women (full-time), 3/3/2016 

¶ Teaching Assistant II, Pre-Primary (part-time), open until filled 

¶ Youth Mentor, (youth position), Niiwin Akeaa (part-time), open until filled 

¶ IT Help Desk Technician, (Marquette Casino), IT Dept., (full-time), open until filled 

¶ IT Help Desk Technician, (Baraga), IT Dept., (full-time), open until filled 

¶ Tribal Attorney (full-time), Office of the Attorney, open until filled 

http://www.kbic-nsn.gov/html/personnel.htm    

On-call positions (open continuous):  Pharmacy Technician, Facility Attendant, Registered Nurse, Licensed Practical 
Nurse, Internal Sales Specialist, Pharmacist, Receptionist/Clerical Worker, Fill-in Receptionist, Board Operator, Cash-
ier, Account Executive/Sales, Community Service Supervisor, Unit Manager (Newday), Unit Manager (OVW), Van 
Driver, Cleaning Person, Natural Resources Technician. 
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¶ Approved the Chief Executive Officer 
(Larry J. Denomie, III) Employment 
Agreement for January 10, 2016-
January 7, 2017 and authorized the 
President to sign. 

¶ Approved the Mutual Disclosure 
Agreement with GTS Enterprises. 

¶ Approved the Great Lakes Inter-
Tribal Epidemiology Center Tribal 
Sub-Award Agreement for 
$100,000.00 for the purpose of in-
creasing the physical activity of the 
Tribal members on the Reservation 
and authorized the President to sign. 

¶ Waived the 1st Reading of the Pro-
posed Waste Management Ordi-
nance 2016-01 (2nd Reading Febru-
ary 18, 2016). 

¶ Waived the 1st Reading of the Pro-
posed Title Twenty Hazardous Sub-
stances Control Ordinance 2016-02 
(2nd Reading February 18, 2016). 

¶ Approved a donation of $5,000.00 
towards the Flint, Michigan water cri-
sis. 

January 25, 2016 Special Council 
Meeting: 
¶ Approved a donation of $100.00 for 

the Spaghetti Dinner Benefit and a 
Basket for the raffle for the Stockton 
Family who lost their home in a fire 
January 21, 2016. 

January 28, 2016 Special Council 
Meeting: 

¶ Approved the recommended bid 
from Fox Negaunee for a 2016 Ford 
utility police interceptor in the 
amount of $28,214.00 from the 
COPS Grant.  

¶ Approved the Cue Master business 
license renewals for billiards,  
lounge/food service, and an alcoholic 
beverage license. 

¶ Appointed Diana Chaudier and Kim 
Klopstein to the three year terms on 
the Election Board and Susie Law-
rence and Dawn Kemppainen to the 
one year terms 

¶ Approved 44 North (formerly Em-
ployee Benefits Agency who has had 
a business relationship with KBIC 
since 1987) as agent of record to re-
place M3 Insurance Solutions for the 
group life/short term, long term dis-
ability, and voluntary insurance offer-
ings to our employees and retirees 
effective April 1, 2016. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan J. LaFernier 

Justin Gauthier for his professional 
boxing sponsorship. 

¶ Approved donations to: Marquette 
Senior High School Class of 2016 
$500.00 and Marquette City Fire De-
partment from the May 2016 2% 
funds $4,000.00. 

¶ Certified the December 12, 2015, 
General Election results and the two 
proposals regarding new casino de-
velopment projects in Baraga and 
Marquette. 

¶ Approved the depository of funds 
with Superior National Bank and 
Wells Fargo Bank. 

¶ Approved that the check signers re-
main the same as last year and 
check signers by position related to 
the Tribal Court. 

January 14, 2016 Special Council 
Meeting:  

¶ Tabled the MOA (Outpatient) with 
the Western U.P. Substance Abuse 
Services Coordinating Agency until 
further review by the Tribal Attorney.  

¶ Approved Resolution KB 001-2016 
Cultural Resource Fund Phase Two 
grant application in the amount of 
$50,000.00 with no matching funds 
required (upgrades to the Pow-Wow 
grounds). 

¶ Approved the Professional Services 
Agreement with Dale Schmeisser, 
R.D. PhD. for 2016 WIC consulting 
services.  

¶ Approved a workerôs compensation 
legal settlement    

¶ Approved Resolution KB 003-2016 
National Indian Gaming Association 
Membership Renewal for $7,500.00. 

¶ Approved Resolution KB 004-2016 
Authorized Officials (Council Execu-
tive Board) to conduct business with 
the Office of the Special Trustee for 
American Indians.    

January 21, 2016 Special Council 
Meeting: 

¶ Approved the January 7, 9, 14, 2016 
Tribal Council meeting minutes. 

¶ Approved the Pines Convenience 
Center and Smoke Shop license to 
purchase and sell tobacco products. 

¶ Approved the Rez Stop license to 
purchase and sell tobacco products. 

¶ Approved the Ojibwa Casino I in 
Baraga and the Ojibwa Casino II in 
Marquette licenses to purchase and 
sell tobacco products. 

ANIN!  We honor the greatness in you.   
Remember:  ñIndian Country Countsò 
ñOur People, Our Nations, Our Futureò 

     We continue to recognize the rich-
ness of Native American contributions, 
accomplishments, and sacrifices to the 
political, cultural, and economic life of 
Michigan and the United States. 

     For all the Earth one prayer in this 
New Year:  That all can live as one, and 
peace will reign everywhere.  Mino-
Bimaadizin ñLive Wellò 

     In January 2016, the Tribal Council 
held one Regular Council meeting and 
five Special Council meetings.  This re-
port will be published in the KBIC 
ñWiikwedong Dazhi-Ojibweò newsletter 
and the approved minutes can be found 
on the Keweenaw Bay Indian Commu-
nity Website.  Actions taken were: 

January 7, 2016 Special Council 
Meeting:   

¶ Approved the December 7, 10, 15, 
17, 28, 2015 Tribal Council meeting 
minutes. 

¶ Approved the high school/GED re-
quirement policy amendment to in-
clude a certificate of completion. 

¶ Tabled the Superior National Bank 
ATM Reinstatement contract for 
more information. 

¶ Approved the Aruze Gaming Amer-
ica, Inc. Gaming Lease Contract for 
the Shoot to Win craps electronic 
game at the Baraga Ojibwa Casino. 

¶ Tabled the Everi Games TournEvent 
of Champions Gaming System 
Agreement for the Marquette Ojibwa 
Casino slot machine tournament 
contest pending further information. 

January 9, 2016 Regular Council 
Meeting:  

¶ Approved the November and De-
cember 2015 President Reports 
(Warren ñChrisò Swartz, Jr.).    

¶ Approved the November and De-
cember 2015 Secretary Reports 
(Toni J. Minton). 

¶ Approved the November and De-
cember 2015 Treasurer Reports 
(Doreen G. Blaker). 

¶ Approved the November and De-
cember 2015 CEO Reports (Larry J. 
Denomie, III).  

¶ Approved the October and Novem-
ber 2015 Department Head Reports. 

¶ Approved a donation of $300.00 to 

Tribal Council Secretaryôs Report for the month of January 2016 

03 Title Four Juvenile Division 
§4.512(C).  After Community dis-
cussion, Council scheduled the 
3

rd
 Reading of Proposed Ordi-

nance 2016-03 Title Four Juve-
nile Division §4.512(C) for Thurs-
day, February 11, 2016. 
     Council adjourned with no fur-
ther business on the agenda. 

~ Submitted by Editor. 

Council Meeting Continued: 
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March 2016 Calendar Events  

¶ Mar. 5:  Reg. Sat. Council Meeting, 9 am, Ojibwa Casino 
Conference Room, Baraga; 

¶ Mar. 7: Constitutional Committee Meeting, 10 am, Tribal 
Center Bldg, Council Chambers (downstairs conference 
room); 

¶ Mar. 24: Ojibwa Senior Pasty Sale; 

¶ Mar. 25: Tribal Govôt Offices closed ð Good Friday. 
 ~ submitted by newsletter editor 

     Events occurring throughout KBIC are welcome to be listed on 
the Calendar of Events.  Contact newsletter@kbic.nsn.gov to list 
your events.  Some events are more detailed FYI within the newslet-
ter. For up-to-date event listings, visit www.ojibwa.com and click on 
calendar.  For Youth events, see @ www.ojibwa.com, click on youth 
club, or contact 353-4643/Main Office at Youth Club, or 353-4644 for 
the facility attendants or the Kitchen/craft rooms.  

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT  

     Is your charitable organization plan-
ning on holding a raffle or selling raffle 
tickets on the LôAnse Indian Reserva-

tion?  

     Federal law, through the Indian Gaming 
Regulatory Act, granted Tribes exclusive 
right to regulate gaming activity on Indian 
lands.  Even if you or the members of your 
organization are not tribal members, the 
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community Gaming 
Commission has the authority to regulate 
your raffle.  It is unlawful to game without a 
license.  

     Please contact the 
KBIC Gaming Com-
mission Office at (906) 
353-4222 or stop by 
the office located at 
the Tribal Center for an 
application and a copy 
of the rules and regula-
tions.  

     Application deadline for submission of 
ALL Class I Drawings is 30 days and 
Class II Raffles is 60 days prior to your 
event.  License Fee will be waived when 
the application is received within this time-
line. 

16429 Bear Town, Rd.  
Baraga, MI  49908 

     Gail Hakola retired from the Baraga 
Ojibwa Casino on February 16, 2016. 
with 22 years of service.  Casino Man-
ager, Don Messer, presented Gail with a 
plaque in recognition of her outstanding 
service and dedication to the Keweenaw 
Bay Indian Community and the Ojibwa 
Casino.   Co-workers gathered at a re-
tirement luncheon to extend their best 
wishes for a long and satisfying retire-
ment. 

Hakola Retires After 22 Yrs of 
Service at Ojibwa Casino 

     Keweenaw Bay Ojibwa Community College students recently traveled to Wash-
ington D.C. to attend the annual American Indian Higher Education Consortium 
winter conference.  The meeting was attended by Jolene DeCota, KBOCC student, 
Betti Szaroletta, Student Services Assistant and KBOCC Graduate, along with 
Clayton Ekdahl, Board of Regents member, and Debbie Parrish, President. 
   The four day session included a briefing session and advocacy workshop to pre-
pare for effective Capitol Hill visits with senators and congressman from Michigan.  
Priorities for the Tribal Colleges and Universities were discussed with the represen-
tatives and students gave stories about their experiences and education at 
KBOCC.  Senators Debbie Stabenow and Gary Peters and Congressmen John 
Moolenar and Dan Benishek met with the delegation.  
     The group also met with Robin Smith, Association for Community College Trus-
tees, and attended the Senate on Indian Affairs Committee meeting.  In addition, 
Narcisa Polonio, Ed.D., Governance Institute for Student Success, presented infor-
mation on upcoming college board training which will be held in New Orleans this 
Fall. 
     Other activities provided students with the opportunity for a D.C. Night Tour, vis-
its at the National Museum of the American Indian, Arlington Cemetery, Lincoln Me-
morial, Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial, White House, and U.S. Capitol. 
     ñWhile visiting with Senator Debbie Stabenow, not only did she show support for 
our educational needs, but she was very interested in hearing the concerns of the 
KBIC regarding the John H. Warden plant,ò said Debbie Parrish, KBOCC President.  
ñAs a token of our appreciation, she was presented with a dreamcatcher.ò 

KBOCC Visits Washington DC 

Above:  KBOCC students and staff at a meeting with Senator Debbie Stabenow.  Below:  Meeting 

with Senate on Indian Affairs Committee. 

     The KBIC Department of Health and Human Services spon-
sored the 2016 Healthy Heart Fair on Friday, February 12, 
2016.  The event was held at the Keweenaw Bay Ojibwa Com-
munity Collegeôs Gymnasium in Baraga, Michigan.   
     The 174 registered participants at the event visited 37 ven-
dor tables which offered educational matters, screenings, and 
prizes.   

KBIC HOLDS ANNUAL HEALTHY HEART FAIR 

Continues on page five. 



 

 

Whoôs WhoðWhoôs Newð 
and What Do We Do 

I will be running an informational article 
in this issue and subsequent issues as 
room allows recognizing Tribal Govern-
ment employees and duties they per-
form in an effort to allow the Community 
to know who to contact regarding spe-
cific needs and services.  I ran the Ac-
counting Department in January issue 
and will continue through the depart-
ments alphabetically as room allows.  
Keep watch for the numerous depart-
ments of KBIC  Employees are the key 
to our success. 

KBIC Attorney Office is located at the 
KBIC Tribal Center, 16429 Bear Town 
Road, Baraga, MI  49908, (906) 353-
6623. 

Geneva Brennan:  Legal Secre-
tary.  Geneva was hired April 22, 
2015.  She is the custodian of records 
pertaining to contracts, government is-
sues, and prosecution, as well as all civil 
lawsuits that are filed.  Come and see 
her to obtain business, alcoholic bever-
age, and tobacco license applica-
tions.  Geneva services the community 
and Tribal Council under the direction of 
Danielle Webb, Tribal Attorney/
Prosecutor.  

Danielle Webb:  Tribal Attorney/Tribal 
Prosecutor.  Danielle provides legal ser-
vices and advice to the Tribal Council, 
departments, and enterprises of the 
Tribe.  She is also responsible for crimi-

nal prosecution in Tribal Court.   

KBIC CEO Office is located at the 
KBIC Tribal Center, 16429 Bear Town 
Road, Baraga, MI  49908, (906) 353-
6623. 

Chalsea Smith:  Receptionist/Clerk.  
Chalsea is the person you see when 
making payments.  She does the build-
ing permits and electrical permits.  She 
handles the government vehicles and 
conference rooms.  Chalsea can point 
you in the right direction, can fax docu-
ments for the community ($0.25 a 
page), and make copies ($0.10 a page). 

KBIC Child Support Services is lo-
cated at the KBIC Tribal Court Build-
ing, 472 N. Superior Ave., Baraga, MI  
49908, (906) 353-4556. 

Suzanne Kahkonen:  Child Support 
Specialist. Suzanne is responsible for all 
aspects of case management after the 
case initiation phase and excluding the 
financial case management.  Case man-
agement duties can include, but are not 
limited to:  Regular monitoring and re-
view of cases, customer correspon-
dence, calculating child support obliga-
tions, and preparing child support cases 
for Court. 

Kristin Olsen:  Child Support Director. 
Kristin provides supervision to staff in 
ensuring customer needs are being met.  
She oversees all case management du-
ties as well as the programôs budget and 
policies and procedures.  Kristin works 
closely with other agencies to provide 
services to our customers in a profes-
sional manner.  

Employees not listed chose not to par-
ticipate. 

(5) Naanan  

Kris Gabe (right) participates in a blood screening offered by Dae Fawn Assinewe, RN (left) of the 
KBIC Medical Clinic.  

Participant Treneice 
Marshall visits the 
Tribal Social Services 
booth staffed by 
T h u r z a  M a t h e s 
(sitting) and Isabelle 
Welsh (standing), 
where information as 
available on a number 
of community needs 
and offered a chance 
to win a door prize. 

The Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission booth staffed by (left to right) Owen Holly Ma-
roney and Latisha Coffin, shared information with participants Valerie Voakes and Dawn Gauthier on 
Traditional Foods.  Besides information, the table offered food samples, and if you completed a sur-
vey on your traditional food use, you were entered into a prize drawing. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 
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To be added to the mail-
ing list or to correct your 
mailing address, contact 
the enrollment 
office at (906) 
353-6623 ext. 
4113.   

To place an ad, submit 
an article, or relate infor-
mation, ideas, or  possi-
ble articles contact:  
Lauri Denomie at (906) 
201-0263, or e-mail:  

newsletter@kbic-nsn.gov. 


